
FOCUS VERSE: Genesis 6:22 
Thus did Noah; according to all that God commanded 
him, so did he.

LESSON TEXT: Genesis 6:5–21; 8:15–22

32

OBEDIENCE TO  
GOD’S WORD 

SERIES 1: IN THE BEGINNING

LESSON BIG IDEA
I will obey God’s 
Word and enjoy the 
salvation He gives.

TRUTH ABOUT GOD
God saves people 
who obey His Word.

SEPTEMBER 26, 2021
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BIBLICAL OVERVIEW
Lesson Text: Genesis 6:5–21; 8:15–22

The spiritual condition of the earth’s population in Noah’s day was so 
thoroughly corrupt God planned to destroy His entire living creation. 
Scripture describes human behavior as great wickedness, continually 
evil imaginations and thoughts, and violence. The Lord planned to 
eradicate not only all humans but also everything that breathed.

The Lord said, “It repenteth me that I have made them.” The word 
translated repenteth means God was grieved that He had created living 
things. After reading about such a seemingly hopeless situation on 
planet earth, the words of Genesis 6:8 are almost astounding: “But Noah 
found grace in the eyes of the Lord.”

What is this grace Noah found, and why did he find it? The sense of the 
word translated grace is that God had “a feeling of favorable regard” for 
Noah (Logos Bible Software). The reason Noah found grace is explained 
in the next verse; he was just and perfect, and he walked with God, just 
as his great grandfather Enoch had done (Genesis 5:21; I Chronicles 1:3).

Genesis 6:9 is the second of ten times in the book the word translated 
generations appears, marking a natural division in the book. (See Genesis 
2:4; 6:9; 10:1; 11:10; 11:27; 25:12; 25:19; 36:1; 36:9; 37:2.) 

Noah’s ark became a symbol of baptism’s role in New Testament 
salvation (I Peter 3:20–21). Due to the grace Noah found with God, 
the Lord established a covenant with him rather than including Noah 
and his family in the deadly world-wide deluge. When the earth dried, 
Noah, his family, and the creatures selected for survival disembarked. 
After Noah’s offering, God blessed him and his family, giving them a 
commission similar to the one He gave Adam and Eve in Genesis 1. (See 
Genesis 9:1–7.)

SERIES 1: IN THE BEGINNING

NOAH FOUND GRACE IN THE EYES  
OF THE LORD.
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LESSON 1.4

Genesis 6:5–7
5 And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every 
imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 
6 And it repented the Lord that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at 
his heart. 
7 And the Lord said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth; 
both man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth 
me that I have made them.

Biblical Insight
Wickedness, evil, repentance, grief, destruction: these words seem to go together. 
They do, but not in the way we may think at first. Ordinarily, we would think those 
repenting had been wicked and evil. It is hard for us to imagine God repenting. The 
translation “it repenteth me” (KJV) may seem odd. The NKJV renders the phrase: 
“I am sorry.” Either translation is possible, because the form of the Hebrew verb is 
reflexive. This term means the subject of the verb both carries out and receives the 
action of the verb (Logos Bible Software).

Daily Devotion
Skeptics often hold a convenient theology that ignores logic and Scripture. Skeptics 
find it challenging to imagine the God of justice we see in Genesis. However, all 
views are exclusive when pushed to their logical end. For example, skeptics claim 
that all good people should go to Heaven. Well, what about the bad people? What 
about a murderer? The skeptical view of what is good excludes terrible people from 
redemption.

On the other hand, Christianity offers the most inclusive, exclusive truth, as Timothy 
Keller once noted. Christianity provides the opportunity for good and bad people—
even people on death row—to experience forgiveness through repentance and faith 
in the gospel.

Skeptics still want justice, but who will execute justice? Without God, no outside force 
exists to determine what is just and unjust. Justice devolves into culturally situated 
views based upon whatever entity is in power. In Scripture, however, we find a holy, 
righteous God cleansing the earth of injustice. 

Today, don’t let the skeptics confuse you. Live with the expectation that all wrongs 
will be made right “just as it was in the days of Noah” (Luke 17:26, NKJV).

Bible Reading Plan
Exodus 13  14  15  16  17  | Matthew 18 DAY 1 

Reflection and Prayer
 » What can you do to apply this to your life today?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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LESSON 1.4 OBEDIENCE TO  GOD’S WORD 

Genesis 6:8–10
8 But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.
9 These are the generations of Noah: Noah was a just man and perfect in his generations, 
and Noah walked with God. 
10 And Noah begat three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 

Biblical Insight
Had Noah not found favor with God, it seems the human race and all other living 
things would have come to an end at that time. But Noah, his wife, their three sons—
Shem, Ham, and Japheth—and their wives were the means for preserving humanity 
and all other breathing things.

Noah’s lifestyle stood out like a beacon in what was otherwise an utterly corrupt 
society. He was just and perfect, and he walked with God. His great grandfather, 
Enoch, also walked with God, “and he was not; for God took him” (Genesis 5:24). In a 
sense, God also took Noah, but by a different means.

The New Testament tells us Noah was a man of faith (Hebrews 11:7) and a preacher of 
righteousness (II Peter 2:5).

Daily Devotion
Amid the vastness of humanity, our lives can seem inconsequential. Most of us live 
simple lives. We wake up, spend time with the Lord, go to work, come home, spend 
time with our family, and relish the time we have with our church family. Sure, we have 
highlights in life but not many exploits that will make it into the history books. 

But what if faithfulness is the greatest accomplishment? In the Genesis account, we 
discover God shows acute interest in the day-to-day activities of humanity. He sees 
the grievous sins committed. And he saw the righteousness of Noah: "Noah found 
grace in the eyes of the Lord" (Genesis 6:8, NKJV). Noah elicited the attention of 
God by his faithfulness. Noah's righteousness would lead to God commissioning a 
historical work that would save humanity’s future. But it began with simple daily 
obedience.

Today, "whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men" (Colossians 
3:23, NKJV). God sees. God cares. Your faithfulness arrests the attention of Heaven.

Bible Reading Plan
Exodus 18  19  20  21  22  | Matthew 19 DAY 2

Reflection and Prayer
 » What can you do to apply this to your life today?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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LESSON 1.4

Genesis 6:11–17
11 The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence. 
12 And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had 
corrupted his way upon the earth. 
13 And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come before me; for the earth is 
filled with violence through them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth. 
14 Make thee an ark of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and shalt pitch 
it within and without with pitch. 
15 And this is the fashion which thou shalt make it of: The length of the ark shall be 
three hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty cubits, and the height of it thirty cubits. 
16 A window shalt thou make to the ark, and in a cubit shalt thou finish it above; and 
the door of the ark shalt thou set in the side thereof; with lower, second, and third 
stories shalt thou make it. 
17 And, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, 
wherein is the breath of life, from under heaven; and every thing that is in the earth 
shall die.

Biblical Insight
God did not leave Noah on his own to figure out a way to survive the flood. He gave 
Noah precise plans to build an ark wherein “eight souls were saved by water” (I Peter 
3:20). Based on the ark’s dimensions, it would have been a stable vessel with more 
than 1.5 million cubic feet of gross space and a displacement about 10 percent greater 
than the USS Enterprise aircraft carrier. God has never left us to design our own plan 
of salvation. He has provided every detail, making clear what must be done to be 
saved. No guesswork is needed.

Daily Devotion
Perhaps you’ve heard this proverbial story about prayer. During a severe flood, a man 
found himself stranded on the rooftop of his house. In desperation, he cried out for 
God to help him. Soon a man in a rowboat appeared. "Come on! Get in the boat! The 
floodwaters are rising!" The stranded man yelled back, "No, it's okay! God will save 
me!" Then a motorboat came by. "Come on! Get in the boat! The floodwaters are 
rising fast!" But the stranded man yelled back again, "No, it's okay! God will save me!" 

Finally the National Guard came by in a helicopter and lowered a lifeline down to the 
man. "Grab on! The floodwaters are rising! There's no time left!" But the stranded 
man yelled again, "God will save me!" Then the waters rose, and the man drowned. 
In Heaven, he asked God, "Why didn't you save me? I believed You would. I don't 
understand why you would let me drown?" God replied, "I sent you a rowboat, a 
motorboat, and the National Guard. What more did you expect?" Today, keep your 
eyes open. God’s provision may be more straightforward than you thought.

Bible Reading Plan
Exodus 23  24  25  26  | Matthew 20 DAY 3 

Reflection and Prayer
 » What can you do to apply this to your life today?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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LESSON 1.4 OBEDIENCE TO  GOD’S WORD 

Genesis 6:18–21
18 But with thee will I establish my covenant; and thou shalt come into the ark, thou, 
and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy sons’ wives with thee. 
19 And of every living thing of all flesh, two of every sort shalt thou bring into the ark, 
to keep them alive with thee; they shall be male and female. 
20 Of fowls after their kind, and of cattle after their kind, of every creeping thing of the 
earth after his kind, two of every sort shall come unto thee, to keep them alive. 
21 And take thou unto thee of all food that is eaten, and thou shalt gather it to thee; 
and it shall be for food for thee, and for them.

Biblical Insight
Before the flood, God promised Noah He would make a covenant with him. This 
covenant would provide for the preservation of people and all other living things. It is 
obvious that both male and female are required for life to be preserved. The phrase 
“after their kind” leaves no room for Darwinian evolution. As living things reproduced 
after their kind, there would be adaptations within species, but no new species would 
result from reproduction (Genesis 1:24–25). 

Daily Devotion
Contemporary understandings of love seem to have drifted from a biblical 
interpretation. In Scripture, covenants served as the relational foundation between 
God and humanity, as we see with Noah. Covenant was an obligation imposed by a 
superior on an inferior. To obey led to salvation and life. To disobey led to destruction. 
In the Genesis narrative, God, the superior, offered hope to Noah, the inferior. Noah’s 
obedience led to the fulfillment of promises of the covenant. 

Covenant was a “life-or-death decision” in which people entered a committed 
relationship with Yahweh and revered Him above all. “The basic principle is love,” 
Peter C. Craigie explained. “It was in love that the covenant was initiated by God in the 
first place, and by love, the people were to maintain their close relationship to God” 
(The New International Commentary on the Old Testament: Deuteronomy). Covenant 
was not a Disney-fairytale-hot-pink kind of love, but a scriptural, self-sacrificial love 
that Yahweh established as the new covenant with humanity in due time.

Today, reflect on your understanding of love in your relationship with Jesus Christ. 
How does it compare to the covenantal account in Scripture?

Bible Reading Plan
Exodus 27  28  29  30  | Matthew 21 DAY 4

Reflection and Prayer
 » What can you do to apply this to your life today?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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Lesson Title:
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LESSON 1.4

DAY 5 
Genesis 8:15–22
15 And God spake unto Noah, saying, 
16 Go forth of the ark, thou, and thy wife, and thy sons, and thy sons’ wives with thee. 
17 Bring forth with thee every living thing that is with thee, of all flesh, both of fowl, 
and of cattle, and of every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth; that they may 
breed abundantly in the earth, and be fruitful, and multiply upon the earth. 
18 And Noah went forth, and his sons, and his wife, and his sons’ wives with him: 
19 every beast, every creeping thing, and every fowl, and whatsoever creepeth upon 
the earth, after their kinds, went forth out of the ark.
20 And Noah builded an altar unto the Lord; and took of every clean beast, and of 
every clean fowl, and offered burnt offerings on the altar. 
21 And the Lord smelled a sweet savour; and the Lord said in his heart, I will not again 
curse the ground any more for man’s sake; for the imagination of man’s heart is evil 
from his youth; neither will I again smite any more every thing living, as I have done. 
22 While the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer 
and winter, and day and night shall not cease.

Biblical Insight
God established the Noahic Covenant after Noah left the ark (Genesis 8:20–9:17). It 
was an unconditional covenant, guaranteeing God would never again destroy the earth 
with water. He would put no new curse on the ground, the natural order of seasons 
would continue, animals would fear humans, and people could eat meat. This covenant 
is still in effect and will continue until the renovation of the earth by fire (II Peter 3:12-13).

Daily Devotion
Nealya quietly prayed over her three-year-old great-granddaughter, Sarah. She held 
to her apostolic faith and desired to see her family come to the fullness of truth one 
day. God made a promise, and Nealya believed it. But Nealya would pass from this life 
without ever seeing the promise fulfilled.

Decades later, Sarah was now married and pregnant with her first child. She was 
so young when Nealya prayed over her; it was a vague memory. But while visiting 
family for Thanksgiving, she came across an old tape-recording Nealya made for the 
family. "Oh, my babies," Nealya shared, "there are a lot of faiths out there, but I tell 
you, there's nothing like that Pentecostal peace." Sarah couldn't believe it! Her great-
grandmother was Pentecostal! Sarah had been filled with the Holy Spirit and baptized 
in Jesus' name, but she didn't know anyone in her family had the same experience 
until she heard Nealya on the recording!

Sarah and her husband wanted their soon-to-be-daughter named "Promise," but they 
had not chosen her first name yet. So Sarah decided she would be called "Nealya 
Promise" in honor of her great-grandmother. God keeps His promises.

Bible Reading Plan
Exodus 31  32  33  34  35  36  | Matthew 22 

Reflection and Prayer
 » What can you do to apply this to your life today?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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